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‘Elby Designs’ has produced an invaluable product for the music industry for any 
situation requiring communications-controlled live equipment including lighting 
(eg light banks) and sound (eg mixing desks)

At the heart of the solution/product is the Rabbit RCM4010 and Rabbit 
RCM4400 core modules, interfacing with ConnectBlue Bluetooth Module for 
wireless connectivity.

The available products are:

1. BeStation (hardware) 
2. Be-Mix (control application) 
 (see www.be-mix.com)

Elby Designs have been directly responsible for the development of both the 
hardware and firmware for the Be-Station while the Be-Mix application software 
has been developed by a 3rd-party

There are many situations where a user (in the music industry) needs to be able to 
adjust some settings of a system but needs to be remotely positioned with respect 
to the system being controlled. A prime example is in a live music performance 
for a band at a venue where we need to set the Front of House speaker levels to 
an optimum level. The settings for the speaker levels are best determined from the 
physical front of house position but this is usually far from the systems mixer desk.

Be-Mix offers a solution to this problem by utilising the portability and power of 
the popular Palm range of pocket computers and combining it, through the use 
of Bluetooth communications, with a communications hub (BeStation) giving the 
user direct access to their system.

Be-Station provides a selection of communications ports that include 
MIDI, RS232, RS485, RS422, Ethernet, Bluetooth and Wi-Fi ensuring 
that the Be-Mix can integrate with a wide variety of communication 
controllable systems including audio mixer desks, lighting consoles and 
many others.

Be-Station uses the Rabbit RCM4010 as the heart of its operation 
providing Be-Station with a large number of communication ports and 
integrated Ethernet support. Alternately, the RCM4400 can be used to 
provide Wi-Fi access.

Be-Mix/Be-Station has undergone a number of live trials with great success 
and is now undergoing final packaging development. The production 
versions of Be-Station will be in a 1/2nd wide, 1U high, 19” rack which can 
be either rack-mounted or used free-standing.

The unit can be powered from a pair of 9V batteries or a wide range of external plug-packs 
(DC and AC supported).

In addition to providing a communications path between a variety of communications media, Be-Station 
also provides the option of programmable filtering of the data being passed through it through the use of a 
Be-Sniffer mode. This mode looks for key messages and will analyse them to ensure that data settings within 
those messages meets certain criteria.

To find out more about RABBIT products for your project phone the Australian Distributor 
Dominion Electronics on + 61 2 9906 6988

“We have been 
dealing with 
Dominion 
Electronics for 
2  years during 
which time they 
have provided 
excellent support 
and assistance in 
regards, the Rabbit 
modules and their 
application in 
our project” says 
Laurie Biddulph of 
Elby Designs


